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Letters: A lacklustre Church of England has hastened the decline of

Christianity

By Letters to the Editor

1 December 2022 • 12:02am

SIR – I fear that the decline in the number of people in England and Wales espousing

Christian belief, now less than 50 per cent (report, November 30), is largely self-in�icted.

Decades of “modernising” church services to the point of ine�able blandness haven’t

helped, while clergy numbers have fallen to a level where retired clergy are working hard

to cover the gaps in stipendiary ministry. On top of that, the Church of England has gone
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down the road of micromanagement, so that the real reason for its existence has been lost

in a sea of secular directives.

The situation can be salvaged but, as with the NHS, a radical change of direction is

required. The closure of churches during the �rst lockdown was a major error – a missed

opportunity to help people in real distress . Now, amid a cost-of-living crisis, there is a

similar opportunity.

However, although the faith is strong, the organisation to proclaim it isn’t. We need

vigorous leadership, with better resources for parishes. If more parish churches had a

regular priest providing inspiring worship, with a real feeling for the community, the tide

could turn.

Rev Simon Douglas Lane

Hampton, Middlesex

SIR – Born during the war, like many others I was christened, had godparents, went to a

Cchurch school, and attended church and Sunday school. I was brought up as a Christian,

but have never been a practising or believing Christian.

Looking at the rapid decline in church attendance and the average age of congregations, I

would suggest that less than 10 per cent of the population could now genuinely con�rm its

belief in Christianity, and less than one million could claim to be practising.
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Peter Froggatt

Dorking, Surrey

SIR – Most children today think that Christmas is about Santa Claus and receiving

presents. Easter now means chocolate eggs. Schools no longer have assemblies where

prayers are heard and said, children no longer know the Lord’s Prayer and Sunday is no

longer special. It is all so very sad.

Jennifer Hill

Haslemere, Surrey

SIR – The interesting thing would be to know what is happening to the number of

practising Christians. Here I suspect the story is very di�erent.

The church I am part of has seen growth rather than decline, and there are many vibrant

churches around the country that are packed out on a Sunday and busy in the community

during the week. Not what the secularists want to hear.

Andy Brown

Allestree, Derbyshire

SIR – I wonder what percentage of funerals in this country still involve a Christian service

in a church or crematorium. Signi�cantly more than 46.2 per cent, I suspect.

Chris Pond

East Grinstead, West Sussex

 

Private schools’ role

SIR – I spent most of my working life in the �eld of education, and initially felt an aversion

towards private schools.

However, I grew to realise that they could serve as a yardstick for the state sector. If Labour

proceeds to wipe them out (report, December 29), it will not only remove that measure of

excellence but also swamp the state system with costs that cannot be met.

Labour’s attack on grammar schools was also driven by the politics of resentment, but

ended up taking away a key avenue out of poverty for many working-class children. It

never learns.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2022/11/29/private-schools-warn-bursaries-threat-labours-tax-plan/
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Mick Ferrie

Mawnan Smith, Cornwall

SIR – Philip Johnston (Comment, November 30) espouses the bene�ts of private education

and the freedom of individuals to choose.

Where has he been over the last 30 years? Private education, in a free country, is obviously

a right – but there is no justice in a government committed to equal opportunity

supporting a system designed to counter that very aspiration.

The charitable function of public schools is minimal, and designed not in the interest of

those few of slender means but solely to qualify for VAT exemption. In the interest of

fairness, this must be abolished.

Michael Robinson

Onston, Cheshire

SIR – How could Allison Pearson (Features, November 30), discussing Old Etonian actors,

omit my wife’s favourite, Damian Lewis, from her list?

As for girls’ schools she could have added Woldingham, which has produced Vivien Leigh,

Maureen O’Sullivan and Carey Mulligan.

Richard Kellaway

Cookham Dean, Berkshire

 

Driving-test nepotism

SIR – I was just 17 when I booked two weeks of driving lessons, immediately followed by a

test. My instructor’s view of my preparedness (report, November 28) was revealed to

another learner, a friend of mine, by the remark: “If John passes, anyone can.”

The test was as bad as predicted, and I was convinced I had failed. The examiner wrote on

his form and said: “Right, I’m going to pass you.” I gazed at him in astonishment; he looked

me in the eye and said: “You know, your Uncle Walter was my commanding o�cer during

the war.”

My poor parents were horri�ed that I was free to drive.
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John Bromley-Davenport KC

Malpas, Cheshire

 

Phoning the GP

SIR – I live in a small market town that has two GP practices. One them recently carried out

an audit on phone calls received on a Monday morning. Approximately 700 were received

by the four telephonists on duty between 8 am to 8.30 am. The telephonists could only deal

with 10 per cent of them.

My son lives in London and he can talk (or see) a GP the same day. This service is run by a

private company, subcontracted by the NHS. The writing is on the wall – can nobody see

it?

Ramesh Nayak FRCS

Louth, Lincolnshire

SIR – Much has been written about the failures of the NHS, but few seek to uncover the

fundamental problem, which is human nature itself.

In 1704, Daniel Defoe wrote: “An alms ill directed may be charity to the particular person,

but become an injury to the public, and so no charity to the nation.” While it took until

1834 for the Old Poor Law to pass into history, following the abuse of its well-intentioned

o�erings, the NHS will have to change radically, in a much shorter time scale, if it is to

survive man’s demanding “needs”  - for free.

Dr R Michael James

Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire

 

Mosquito memories

SIR – I was the �rst o�cer on an aircraft �ying to Berlin when the stewardess said an

elderly passenger, an ex-RAF pilot, had asked if he could visit the �ight deck. The captain

agreed.

We asked what he �ew in the RAF and he said the Mosquito (Letters, November 29) – and

that he had been to Berlin before. We then asked what speed he would have been doing

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2022/11/29/letters-ugly-disruptive-unreliable-reality-onshore-wind-farms/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2022/11/29/letters-ugly-disruptive-unreliable-reality-onshore-wind-farms/


15/12/2022, 15:36 Letters: A lacklustre Church of England has hastened the decline of Christianity

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2022/12/01/letters-lacklustre-church-england-has-hastened-decline-christianity/ 6/13

then. He said: “About the same as you are now, and a bit faster on the way back.”

Michael Gale

Windlesham, Surrey

SIR – In the 1980s I worked at the British Aerospace factory in Hat�eld, formerly the site of

the De Havilland Aircraft Company. One of the older members told me that he had been an

apprentice there in 1945. On VE Day they were told to get wood for a bon�re, to be lit that

evening in celebration, so went with axes and chopped up one of the Mosquitoes.

He said there were dozens on the air�eld and that they were unlikely to be needed

anymore. However, he did say that the thought of what they had done now made him

weep.

Phil Mobbs

Kendal, Cumbria

 

Baldwin’s bene�cence

SIR – Just one person worked out that Stanley Baldwin was the mysterious FST when he

made his famous gift to the Treasury in June 1919, to which Charles Moore refers

(Notebook, November 29). Andrew Bonar Law, the perceptive Tory leader, told him the

next day: “I know who FST is.” Otherwise the secret held until May 1923, when the name of

the benefactor appeared in the press.

Conservative Central O�ce and J C C Davidson, Baldwin’s devious private secretary, were

almost certainly responsible. They wanted to establish Baldwin, in the public mind, as an

unusually noble and disinterested political leader.

He never regretted making the gift, but he could have done with the money himself in

later years, when his family business ceased to be pro�table during the interwar

depression. His income fell so sharply that he needed a bank overdraft. The man who had

hoped to help pay o� the national debt fell into debt himself.

Lord Lexden (Con)

London SW1

 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/11/29/might-sunak-use-wealth-cut-national-debt/
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The sweetness spectrum: a magazine advertisement for Tio Pepe sherry from 1968 CREDIT: alamy

A drink that may bring you contempt at the bar

SIR – I remember once stopping at a pub in Wales and asking for a sherry (Letters,

November 30). “We don’t get asked for that stu� up here,” I was told rather haughtily.

Doris Grimsley

London SE2

 

SIR – When my father retired, my parents enjoyed “Tipple Time” each afternoon at about

4 pm, when my mother would pour a small glass of sherry. Years later, as her mobility

declined and my father’s dementia worsened, he became responsible for pouring the

sherry. But my mother had to draw the line when large wine glasses were presented.

Sheila Smith

Farnham, Surrey

 

SIR – Here in Cornwall, opposite Devonport Naval Base, we start the week a little early

when the nuclear warning siren prompts us to raise a glass at 11.30 am every Monday.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2022/11/30/letters-how-can-britain-weaned-gas-no-reliable-alternatives/
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Ray Drans�eld

Torpoint, Cornwall

 

Why wind can’t solve Britain’s energy crisis

SIR – The MPs clamouring for more onshore wind turbines (report, November 27) might

like to consider that at 8 pm on November 28 wind was providing only 1 per cent of

electricity generation. Luckily, it was backed up by gas, providing 63 per cent.

However many new turbines are built this will still occur, and no one has any sensible

solution to this problem.

Philip Hirst

Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancashire

SIR – I was involved in early wind farm technology, when turbines were only 300kWh.

While new onshore wind farms are a dead duck, there is scope for replacing existing

turbines, now time expired, with larger units.

David Sidebotham

Hayling Island, Hampshire

SIR – We may have to wait another 10 years before we get power from the big white

elephant at Hickley Point (report, November 30). This means that we need to start fracking

and put solar panels on every new house built until the small nuclear reactors being

developed are in service. We may then get a degree of energy independence and security.

Mark Glossop

Lower Broadheath, Worcestershire

SIR – A friend said she was going to the cinema instead of putting on the heating at home.

A £6.99 ticket may well be the cheaper option.

Caro Waterfall

Bedford

SIR – I am ready for a power cut. Besides having a torch by my bed, I have marked the

handrail on my stairs and the bottom step with photoluminescent tape.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2022/11/26/michael-goves-support-onshore-wind-farms-fuels-tory-rebellion/
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Bernard Powell

Southport, Lancashire

 

Letters to the Editor

We accept letters by post, fax and email only. Please include name, address, work and

home telephone numbers.  

ADDRESS: 111 Buckingham Palace Road, London, SW1W 0DT   

FAX: 020 7931 2878   

EMAIL: dtletters@telegraph.co.uk   

FOLLOW: Telegraph Letters on Tw

The Telegraph values your comments but kindly requests all posts are on topic, constructive and respectful.

Please review our commenting policy.

Show comments

More stories

Related Topics

Church of England, Energy crisis, NHS
1213

Harry & Meghan’s Net�ix ‘documentary’ is an egregious betrayal

Migrants housed in hotels are criticising schools' Ofsted ratings, Tory MP suggests

Putin’s sudden capitulation is a real prospect

I'd leave Just Stop Oil protesters on gantries but I'm not allowed, says Met chief

The Bishop of Oxford: ‘The Church is seen as unjust because of its treatment of

LGBTQ+ people’

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/commenting-policy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/church-of-england/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/energy-crisis/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/nhs/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fopinion%2F2022%2F12%2F01%2Fletters-lacklustre-church-england-has-hastened-decline-christianity%2F&text=Letters%3A+A+lacklustre+Church+of+England+has+hastened+the+decline+of+Christianity
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fopinion%2F2022%2F12%2F01%2Fletters-lacklustre-church-england-has-hastened-decline-christianity%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fopinion%2F2022%2F12%2F01%2Fletters-lacklustre-church-england-has-hastened-decline-christianity%2F
mailto:?to=&subject=Letters%3A+A+lacklustre+Church+of+England+has+hastened+the+decline+of+Christianity&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fopinion%2F2022%2F12%2F01%2Fletters-lacklustre-church-england-has-hastened-decline-christianity%2F
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/14/harry-meghan-have-signed-woke-war-british-institutions/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/14/channel-migrant-crisis-ofsted-ratings-schools-jonathan-gullis/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/15/putins-sudden-capitulation-real-prospect/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/14/just-stop-oil-protestors-police-cancer-patients/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/10/bishop-oxford-church-seen-unjust-treatment-lgbtq-people/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr


15/12/2022, 15:36 Letters: A lacklustre Church of England has hastened the decline of Christianity

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2022/12/01/letters-lacklustre-church-england-has-hastened-decline-christianity/ 10/13

Cambridge Dictionary updates de�nition of ‘woman’

More from Opinion

Once again, cowardly and brutal China has shown its true

colours

 15 Dec 2022, 3:31pm

The one thing that could keep me awake for Harry &

Meghan? A new love interest

 15 Dec 2022, 3:00pm

Keir Starmer needs to grow a backbone over these strikes

 15 Dec 2022, 12:09pm

The stock market’s bargain basement is a good place to get

rich

 15 Dec 2022, 11:00am

BENEDICT ROGERS

JUDITH WOODS

TOM HARRIS

TOM STEVENSON

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/13/cambridge-dictonary-definition-woman-trans-female-update/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/15/cowardly-brutal-china-has-shown-true-colours/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/columnists/2022/12/15/one-thing-could-keep-awake-harry-meghan-new-love-interest/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/15/keir-starmer-needs-grow-backbone-strikes/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2022/12/15/stock-markets-bargain-basement-good-place-get-rich/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/tax/news/wouldnt-need-triple-lock-tax-man-stayed-away-savings/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/b/ba-be/benedict-rogers/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/b/ba-be/benedict-rogers/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/j/ju-jz/judith-woods/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/j/ju-jz/judith-woods/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/t/tk-to/tom-harris/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/t/tk-to/tom-harris/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/t/tk-to/tom-stevenson/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/t/tk-to/tom-stevenson/


15/12/2022, 15:36 Letters: A lacklustre Church of England has hastened the decline of Christianity

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2022/12/01/letters-lacklustre-church-england-has-hastened-decline-christianity/ 11/13

More from The Telegraph

Britain is heading into a retirement crisis – taxing us more

would be reckless

 15 Dec 2022, 9:00am

Putin’s sudden capitulation is a real prospect

 15 Dec 2022, 7:00am

Billionaire's daughter gets BBC job with help from social

mobility charity

Trans rights activists spark outcry after storming lecture

theatre in protest at documentary

Farewell Royal Mail, a glorious institution facing certain

death

BEN WILKINSON

CON COUGHLIN

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/tax/news/wouldnt-need-triple-lock-tax-man-stayed-away-savings/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/15/putins-sudden-capitulation-real-prospect/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/10/everton-owners-daughter-gets-bbc-job-mentored-charity-disadvantaged/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/15/trans-rights-activists-university-edinburgh-force-cancellation/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/12/farewell-royal-mail-glorious-institution-facing-certain-death/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/14/gchq-christmas-card-puzzle-2022-challenge-schoolchildren/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/b/ba-be/ben-wilkinson/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/b/ba-be/ben-wilkinson/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/c/ck-co/con-coughlin/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/c/ck-co/con-coughlin/


15/12/2022, 15:36 Letters: A lacklustre Church of England has hastened the decline of Christianity

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2022/12/01/letters-lacklustre-church-england-has-hastened-decline-christianity/ 12/13

Can you solve GCHQ's children's Christmas puzzle?

Repatriating the Benin Bronzes is an unforgivable act of

vandalism

Palace race row accuser Ngozi Fulani's charity draws

watchdog's attention after allegations

Follow us on:

Back to top  

Help Centre About us

Telegraph Extra Reader Prints

Branded Content Syndication and Commissioning

Guidelines Privacy

Terms and Conditions Advertising Terms

Fantasy Sport UK Voucher Codes

Betting Offers Modern Slavery

Tax Strategy Broadband and Mobile Deals

Manage Cookies

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/14/gchq-christmas-card-puzzle-2022-challenge-schoolchildren/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/13/repatriating-benin-bronzes-unforgivable-act-vandalism/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/12/13/palace-race-row-accuser-ngozi-fulanis-charity-draws-watchdogs/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.facebook.com/TELEGRAPH.CO.UK/
https://www.instagram.com/telegraph/
https://twitter.com/@Telegraph
https://www.snapchat.com/discover/The_Telegraph/8148798159
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9053/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgLNge0xqQHWM5B5EFH9Cg
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/contact-us/
https://corporate.telegraph.co.uk/
https://extra.telegraph.co.uk/
https://telegraph.newsprints.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/branded-content/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/syndication/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/editorial-and-commercial-guidelines3/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/privacy-and-cookie-policy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/advertising-terms-and-conditions/
https://fantasyfootball.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/betting/free-bets/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/modern-slavery-statement/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/press-acquisitions-limited-tax-strategy-financial-year-2021/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/compare


15/12/2022, 15:36 Letters: A lacklustre Church of England has hastened the decline of Christianity

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2022/12/01/letters-lacklustre-church-england-has-hastened-decline-christianity/ 13/13

© Telegraph Media Group Limited 2022


